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PERMITTEE:  General Public
DA PERMIT NO.:  199820006

APPENDIX A

AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES

The following activities are authorized under General Permit (GP) 98-06.  Each activity may be
implemented individually or in combination with another type of activity.  Authorized activities must
comply with all permit conditions listed in Appendix B.

1. Site Grading:  The purpose of this activity is to partially or completely eliminate roads, highwalls, pits,
ditches, and other manmade landscape alterations that pose a threat to humans, livestock, or wildlife.  Site grading may
include filling of pits or ditches that contain wetlands or other waters to restore the natural topography, as much as
possible, to its original contours or in a manner that will create gentle slopes that are not subject to erosion from surface
runoff.  Fill material may include soil that was sidecast during previous excavation activities at the site, or soil borrowed
from upland locations.

2. Stream Channel Restoration:  The purpose of this activity is to restore natural drainage patterns to prevent
off-site degradation caused by soil erosion.  In many instances, stream channels were altered to facilitate past mining
operations by rerouting surface runoff.  As a result, segments of the natural channel may have experienced accelerated
erosion both upstream and downstream of the altered segment.  Stream channel restoration includes excavation and
filling activities necessary to establish a continuous channel that is uniform and stable, which may include restoration
activities in natural stream channels upstream or downstream of the previously altered segment.  Fill material for this
activity would be limited to clean soil and rock from a suitable borrow source.

3. Soil Amendments.  The purpose of this activity is to improve soil conditions in reclaimed areas that are not
suitable for establishing vegetation without the addition of supplements such as wood chips, straw, lime, fertilizer, and
calcium chloride.  In most cases, the addition of soil amendments will not require authorization because it occurs
primarily in upland areas.  However, it may be necessary to amend soils in marginal wetland areas to improve vegetative
cover while maintaining wetland characteristics. 

4. Mitigation.  The purpose of this activity is to replace wetlands and other waters impacted by reclamation
activities.  Most forms of mitigation do not require specific authorization, such as wetland creation in upland areas. 
However, there are situations where construction of a mitigation area has minor impacts on existing wetlands or other
waters, such as expansion of an existing wetland or pond.  Mitigation activities may also include removal of topsoil from
wetland areas prior to reclamation in order to salvage the material for use at mitigation sites.
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APPENDIX B

PERMIT CONDITIONS

1. Maximum Impacted Area:  No single project may impact more that ten (10) acres of wetlands and other
waters of the United States in combination.  All areas filled, inundated, excavated, or drained are considered to be
impacted.  A single project is usually defined as all activities undertaken in accordance with this permit on property
owned by a single landowner.  However, the Corps reserves the right to define project boundaries for purposes of GP
98-06.

2. Scrub-Shrub Wetlands:  No activity is authorized that would impact scrub-shrub wetlands as identified
under the Cowardin classification system.  Any area identified on an NWI map with a "PSS" classification is likely to be
a scrub-shrub wetland.  Final determinations of wetland type will be made by the Corps based upon site specific
vegetation data provided with a wetland delineation.

3. Forested Wetlands:  No activity is authorized that would impact forested wetlands as identified under the
Cowardin classification system.  Any area identified on a NWI map with a "PFO" classification is likely to be a forested
wetland.  Final determinations of wetland type will be made by the Corps based upon site specific vegetation data
provided with a wetland delineation.

4. Organic Soils:  No activity is authorized in areas with organic soils which are defined as those areas with at
least 8 inches of peat at the surface (Histic epipedon) and in some cases more than 16 inches of peat (Histosols).

5. Mitigation:  All land reclamation projects must be designed to create wetland and open water elsewhere in
the project area at a replacement ratio of at least 1.25:1 for wetland and 1:1 for open water.  Higher ratios may be
required for off-site wetland mitigation.  Upland areas inundated to a depth of less than 3 feet or saturated to the ground
surface will be considered as wetland mitigation.  Upland areas inundated to a depth greater than 3 feet will be
considered as open water.  All wetland created in excess of the minimum necessary will be credited towards mitigation
of the project's impacts.  Construction of the mitigation area must be completed when the project is completed. 
Mitigation must be successful to satisfy this requirement.  Success of the mitigation area will be based upon plant species
and composition as compared to the wetland delineation completed prior to reclamation.  Coverage of the area by
hydrophytic plant species in all vegetation layers must be comparable to plant coverage that existed in wetland areas that
were impacted by reclamation activities.  Therefore, topsoil and root mass from wetland areas to be reclaimed must be
salvaged and used in mitigation areas to the maximum extent possible in order to provide the best chance for mitigation
success.  The permittee must provide copies of annual inspection reports for mitigation areas and a post project wetland
delineation, to be completed within 5 years after project completion, to document the relative success of mitigation.  If
mitigation is unsuccessful, the permittee will be required to implement another mitigation method that has been
approved by the Corps.

6. Water Quality:  In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act of 1972, the permittee must comply
with all conditions contained in the attached letter dated April 7, 1998 from the Wyoming Department of Environmental
Quality for those activities outside the boundaries of the Wind River Indian Reservation.  The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency has denied the use of this permit on the reservation.
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7. Historic Properties:  No activity is authorized that would adversely impact sites included in the most current
listing of the National Register of Historic Places or sites known to be eligible for such listing, sites included in the
National Register of Natural Landmarks, or any other known historic, cultural, or archaeological sites until the District
Engineer has complied with the provisions of 33 CFR Part 325, Appendix C pursuant to the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966.
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APPENDIX B

PERMIT CONDITIONS (continued)

8. Threatened and Endangered Species:  No activity is authorized that is likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of species, or their critical habitats, designated or proposed for designation as threatened or endangered
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1972.

9. Tribal Rights:  No activity is authorized that would impair reserved Tribal rights; including, but not limited
to, water, fishing, and hunting rights.

10. Aquatic Life Movement:  No activity may substantially disrupt the movement of species indigenous to the
waterbody, including migratory species, unless the activities purpose is to impound water.

11. Suitable Fill Material:  No discharge may consist of unsuitable materials (e.g., trash, debris car bodies,
asphalt, etc.) and material discharged must be free from toxic pollutants in toxic amounts as required by Section 307 of
the Clean Water Act.  In Wyoming, the Corps issued a prohibition against the use of certain materials as fill in a Public
Notice issued on March 21, 1994.

12. Stockpiling:  Storage of excess soil or unwanted vegetation in wetland areas is not authorized, even on a
temporary basis.

13. Proper Maintenance:  Any structure authorized, particularly impoundments, must be properly maintained,
including maintenance necessary to ensure public safety.
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APPENDIX C

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Any agency undertaking land reclamation activities in accordance with the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977 will be required to submit a "Notice of Intent" (NOI) at least 30 days prior to
initiating any activities that could be authorized by GP 98-06.  No activities are authorized until a letter of
authorization has been provided to the applicant from the Corps in response to the NOI verifying that the
activities comply with the terms and conditions of GP 98-06.  The District Engineer retains discretionary
authority to prohibit use of GP 98-06 if it is determined that a project would result in unacceptable impacts
to the aquatic environment.  The permittee is also responsible for obtaining any other applicable
authorizations required from landowners, land management agencies, or other regulatory agencies which
have authority over the activities.

All NOI's must contain the following information in order for the Corps to determine if the proposed project
complies with the terms, conditions, and limitations of GP 98-06.

1. Landowner:  Name, address, and telephone number of the landowner(s).

2. Adjacent Landowners:  Names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all adjacent property owners and a
statement that they have been notified about the project.  Landowners are to be advised that they are allowed to submit
comments on the project to the Corps Wyoming Regulatory Office.

3. Agency Coordination:  The applicant is required to arrange a pre-design meeting and solicit comments
from the Corps, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Wyoming Game and
Fish Department.  Plans showing the existing site conditions, including the hazard(s) at each site, must be provided to
each of the agencies prior to the meeting along with a description of the proposed reclamation activities.  Agencies will
be given 30 days to provide written comments on the project following the meeting date.  All comments will be provided
to the Corps with copies to the applicant.  The applicant must demonstrate in the NOI how the agency comments were
addressed.
 
4. Project Location Map:  A copy of the U.S. Geological Survey topographic map and/or the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service National Wetland Inventory map for the entire project area.

5. Project Description:  A brief written description of the project and a summary table.  The project
description must include the volume of fill and/or excavated material, borrow and disposal site locations, and any other
pertinent information.  The summary table must list the existing conditions, type of hazard, post reclamation conditions,
and summary of impacts for each aquatic site in the project area.
 
6. Project Drawings:  Drawings of the project on 11"x17" paper.  Drawings must include at least one plan
view of the project area showing existing open water and wetland boundaries and all project features including areas
filled, inundated, excavated, and drained.  Typical cross-sectional drawings showing existing and proposed topographic
elevations, including water elevations, are required for mitigation areas.
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APPENDIX C

APPLICATION PROCEDURES (continued)

7. Wetland Delineation:  A wetland delineation for the entire project area must be completed.  Delineations
must be completed in accordance with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual dated January
1987 and any updates and supplements to the manual.  Delineations must include all areas that meet the definition of
wetland, as defined in the manual, and all other water features regardless of the delineators' opinion on jurisdiction. 
However, recommendations on jurisdiction are appropriate.  The Corps will specify which areas are subject to regulation
in its verification of the delineation results.  Therefore, the applicant must submit the delineation report to the
Corps for verification prior to submitting a NOI.

Delineation reports must include the following information:

a.  Legible wetland delineation data sheets that are properly completed.  At least one data sheet must be
provided for each wetland area and for each cover type that includes:

(i)   Complete listing of dominant plant species, not necessarily a listing of all plant species observed.
 Any ecologically sound method for establishing dominance is acceptable.  However, percent relative
cover must be indicated on the data sheets for each plant species.
(ii)  Both primary and secondary hydrology indicators.  Identify if none are present. 
(iii)  Soil profile fully described based upon depth and horizon.  A single MUNSELL soil color chart
reading is unacceptable without a corresponding depth, preferably a range of depth such as 4-10
inches.  Information on texture must be included for sand, gravel or other well drained soils.  Hydric
soil indicators must be based upon specific procedures as defined in the manual.

b.  Brief written discussion of the wetland delineation procedure and results.  No specific report format is
required.  However, the report must include a description of the delineation procedure and results.

c.  Legible baseline delineation map showing both property and wetland boundaries.  An actual survey of the
wetland boundaries as flagged in the field is preferable.  However, a copy of the official plat map or aerial
photograph can be used as a baseline map.  The baseline map must show where data points are located and
there must be at least one data point for every wetland area.  Maps must distinguish wetland areas based upon
cover type such as shallow marsh, wet meadow, scrub-shrub, and forested.  Project information should not be
shown on the baseline delineation map.

d.  Photographs of each aquatic site in the project area.

All Notices of Intent or questions concerning the notification procedure must be sent to:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Wyoming Regulatory Office
2232 Dell Range Blvd., Suite 210
Cheyenne, Wyoming  82009-4942
(307) 772-2300


